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Take the Initiative

	Add to your faith virtue. 2 Peter 1:5 (“Furnish your faith with resolution.” Moffatt)

	This love requires nothing of us but innocent and regular manners and behaviour. It would only have us do all those things for the sake of God which reason bids us practise. The thing required is not to add to the good actions we have already done, but only to do that out of love to God which men of reputation and virtuous lives do from a principle of honour and regard of themselves. We are not only to lop off evil. That we must do if we were guided by no other principle than right reason. But for everything else leave it in the order God has established in the world. Let us do all the same honest and virtuous actions, but let us do them for the sake of Him Who made us and to Whom we owe our all.

	Fenelon

	 

	Many of us refuse to do it; we are lazy and we frustrate the grace of God.

	1. Stop Hesitating

	A doubleminded man is unstable in all his ways. (James 1:8)

	 

	We have to stop hesitating and take the first step; and the first step is to stop hesitating! “How long halt ye between two opinions?” There are times when we wish that God would kick us right over the line and make us do the thing; but the remarkable thing about God’s patience is that He waits until we stop hesitating. Some of us hesitate so long that we become like spiritual storks; we look elegant only as long as we stand on one leg; when we stand on two we look very ungraceful.

	Or we have stood so long on the verge of a promise of God’s that we have grown like monuments on its edge; and if we were asked to go over the edge in the way of giving our testimony or doing something for God, we should feel very awkward. It would be a good thing for us if we could be pushed over, no matter how we sprawled. If God tells us to do something good we hesitate over obeying, we endanger our standing in grace.

	“A double minded man,” i.e. a discreet man, diplomatic and wise—“is unstable in all his ways.” The man who does not put God first in his calculations is always double minded. “If I do,” “Supposing,” and “But”—these are all in the vocabulary of the double minded man. If we begin to weigh things, we let in that subtle enemy against God, viz., insinuation. When God speaks we have to be resolute and act immediately in faith on what He says. When Peter walked on the water, he did not wait for someone to take his hand; he stepped straight out, in recognition of Jesus, and walked on the water.

	Never revise decisions. If you have made a wrong decision, then face the music and stand up to it; do not whimper and say—“I won’t do that again.” Take the initiative, take the step with your will now; burn your bridges behind you—“I will write that letter”; “I will pay that debt”; make it impossible to go back on the decision. Sentimentality always begins when we refuse to obey, when we refuse to take some stand God has told us to because of an insinuation that has come in from somewhere. If we hesitate, insinuations are sure to come.

	2. Start Hearkening

	Whosoever . . . heareth My sayings, and doeth them . . . (Luke 6:47†)

	 

	Whether we are Christians or not, we must all build; the point is that a Christian builds upon a different basis. If we build to please ourselves, we are building on the sand†; if we build for the love of God, we are building on the rock.† Do we listen to what Jesus has to say? All we build will end in disaster unless it is built on the sayings of Jesus. “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”†† Before we can hear certain things, we must be trained. Our disposition determines what we listen for; and when Jesus alters the disposition, He gives us the power to hear as He hears. (Cf. John 12:29-30.) If, when no one is watching us, we are building ourselves up in the word of God, then, when a crisis comes, we shall stand; but if we are not building on the word of God, when a crisis comes we shall go down, no matter what our wills are like. Have we learned the habit of listening to what God says? Have we added this resolute hearing in our practical life? We may be able to give a testimony as to what God has done for us, but does the life we live evidence that we are not listening now, but living only in the memory of what we once heard? We have to keep our ears trained to detect God’s voice, to be continually renewed in the spirit of our mind.† If when a crisis comes we instinctively turn to God, we know that the habit of hearkening has been formed. At the beginning there is the noisy clamour of our own misgivings; we are so taken up with what we have heard that we cannot hear any more. We have to hearken to that which we have not listened to before, and to do it we must be insulated on the inside.

	“He wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” Once a week at least read the Sermon on the Mount and see how much you have hearkened to it—“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you”†; we do not listen to it because we do not want to. We have to learn to hearken to Jesus in everything, to get into the habit of finding out what He says. We cannot apply the teachings of Jesus unless we are regenerated, and we cannot apply all His teachings at once. The Holy Spirit will bring back to our remembrance a certain word of our Lord’s and apply it to the particular circumstances we are in, the point is—are we going to obey it? “Whosoever . . . heareth My sayings, and doeth them . . .”† When Jesus Christ brings a word home, never shirk it.

	3. Stand Heroically

	Having done all, to stand. (Ephesians 6:13)

	 

	It is a great deal easier to fight than to stand; but spiritually our conflict is not so much a fight as a standing on guard—“having done all, to stand.” When we are in a frenzy, we attack; when we are strong, we stand to overcome. To-day in Christian work we are suffering from a phase of spiritual dyspepsia that emphasises doing. The great thing to do is to be a believer in Jesus. With Jesus it is never “Do, do,” but “Be, be and I will do through you.” To stand, means to work on the level of the heroic. It would be a terrible thing to lose the sense of the heroic, because the sense of our duty is only realised by our sense of the heroic. Our Lord calls us to a joyful heroic life, and we must never relax:

	“Put on the whole armour of God.” If we try to put on the armour without a right relationship to God we shall be like David in Saul’s armour; but when we are right with God we find that the armour fits us exactly, because it is God’s own nature that is the armour. The armour God gives us is not the armour of prayer, but the armour of Himself, the armour of God. “That ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” The devil is a bully, but when we stand in the armour of God, he cannot harm us; if we tackle him in our own strength we are soon done for; but if we stand with the strength and courage of God, he cannot gain one inch of way at all. Some of us run away instead of standing; when there is a fresh onslaught of the wiles of the devil we lose heart instantly; and instead of standing we scuttle and others have to stand until we are sufficiently ashamed to come back again. We have to take the initiative in standing against panic. One strong moral man will form a nucleus around which others will gather; and spiritually, if we put on the armour of God and stand true to Him, a whole army of weak-kneed Christians will be strengthened. Remember, we have to take the initiative where we are, not where we are not.

	 

	
You Won’t Reach It on Tiptoe!

	Furnish your . . . brotherliness with Christian love. 2 Peter 1:5, 7 (Moffatt)

	 

	Love, to most of us, is an indefinite thing; we do not know what we mean when we speak of love: The love Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 13 means the sovereign preference of my person for another person, and everything depends on who the other person is. Jesus demands that the sovereign preference be for Him. We cannot love to order, and yet His word stands—“If any come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also,” (i.e. a hatred of every loyalty that would divide the heart from loyalty to Jesus) “he cannot be My disciple.” Devotion to a Person is the only thing that tells; and no man on earth has the love which Jesus demands, unless it has been imparted to him. We may admire Jesus Christ, we may respect Him and reverence Him; but apart from the Holy Ghost we do not love Him. The only Lover of the Lord Jesus Christ is the Holy Ghost. In Romans 5:5, Paul says that “the love of God”—not the power to love God, but the love of God—“is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” The Holy Ghost is the gift of the ascended Christ. “Have I received the Holy Ghost?” Not, “Do I believe in Him?” but, “Have I received Him?” Something must come into me. (Luke 11:13.) When by a willing acceptance, I receive the Holy Spirit, He will shed abroad the love of God in my heart; and on the basis of that love I have to practise the working out of the things which Peter mentions here, and Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 13. We cannot reach it on tiptoe; some of us tried to once for seven days, then we got tired! The springs of love are in God, not in us. It is absurd to look for the love of God in our natural hearts; the love of God is only there when it has been shed abroad by the Holy Ghost.

	1. Love Where You Cannot Respect

	But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

	 

	The revelation of God’s love is that He loved us when He could not possibly respect us—He loved us “while we were yet sinners”; “when we were enemies.”†††††† When we receive the nature of God into us, the first thing that happens is that God takes away all pretence and pious pose; and He does it by revealing that He loved us, not because we were loveable, but because it is His nature to love. “God is love.” The surest evidence that the nature of God has come into me is that I know I am a sinner—“I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” When God has made me know what I am really like in His sight, it is no longer possible for me to be annoyed at what others may tell me I am capable of; God has revealed it to me already. When once we have had a dose of the plague of our own heart, we will never want to vindicate ourselves. The worst things that are said about us may be literally untrue; but we know that whatever is said is not so bad as what is really true of us in the sight of God.

	Never try to prevent a soul feeling real disgust at what he is like in God’s sight. The first thing the Holy Spirit does when He comes in is to convict, not to comfort, because He has to let us know what we are like in God’s sight; and then He brings the revelation that God will fill us with His own nature if we will let Him.

	The curious thing about the love of God is that it is the cruellest thing on earth to everything that is not of Him. God hurts desperately when I am far away from Him; but when I am close to Him, He is unutterably tender. Paul says that “God commendeth His own love toward us” (rv). God’s love seems so strange to our natural conceptions that it has to be commended, i.e. recommended, to us before we see anything in it. It is only when we have been awakened by conviction to the sin and anarchy of our hearts against God that we realise the measure of His love toward us, even “while we were yet sinners.” “The Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me”—Paul never lost the wonder of that love.

	The Lord “suffereth long, and is kind. . . .” If I watch God’s dealings with me, I shall find that He gives me a revelation of my own pride and bad motives towards Him, and the realisation that He loved me when He could not begin to respect me will send me forth into the world to love others as He loved me. God’s love for me is inexhaustible, and His love for me is the basis of my love for others. We have to love where we cannot respect and where we must not respect, and this can only be done on the basis of God’s love for us. “This is My commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.”

	Love means deliberate self-limitation; we deliberately identify ourselves with the interests of our Lord in everything. “Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end.” The revelation comes home to me that God has loved me to the end of all my meanness and my sin, my self-seeking and my wrong motives; and now this is the corresponding revelation—that I have to love others as God has loved me. God will bring around us any number of people we cannot respect, and we have to exhibit the love of God to them as He has exhibited it to us. Have we ever realised the glorious opportunity we have of laying down our lives for Jesus Christ? Jesus does not ask us to die for Him, but to lay down our lives for Him. Our Lord did not sacrifice Himself for death, He sacrificed His life, and God wants our life, not our death. “I beseech you,” says Paul, “present your bodies a living sacrifice.”

	The greatest love of a man is his love for his friends (John 15:13); the greatest love of God is His love for His enemies (Romans 5:8-10††††††); the highest Christian love is that a man will lay down his life for his Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ—“I have called you friends.” Our Lord here connects the highest human love with the highest Divine love, and the connection is in the disciple, not in our Lord. The emphasis is laid on the deliberate laying down of the life, not in one tragic crisis such as death, but in the grey face of actual facts illumined by no romance, obscured by the mist of the utterly commonplace—expending the life deliberately day by day because of my love for my Friend. This is the love that never fails, and it is neither human nor Divine love alone, but the at-one-ment of both being made manifest in the life of the disciple, The supreme moment of the Cross in actual history is but the concentrated essence of the very nature of the Divine love. God lays down His life for the very creation which men utilise for their own selfish ends. The Self-expenditure of the love of God exhibited in the life and death of our Lord becomes a bridge over the gulf of sin; whereby human love can be imbued by Divine love, the love that never fails.

	2. Love Where You Are Not Respected (1 Peter 2:20-21)

	We shall not always be respected if we are disciples of Jesus. Our Lord said—“These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service,” and that will be so again. “The disciple is not above his Master.”†† How much respect did Jesus Christ receive when He was on this earth?

	A Nazarene Carpenter, despised, rejected, and crucified. “We e’en must love the highest when we see it” is not true, for when the religious people of our Lord’s day saw the Highest Incarnate before them, they hated Him and crucified Him. “Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his Lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”†† We are apt to think of a Christian merely as a civilised individual; a Christian is one who is identified with Jesus; one who has learned the lesson that the servant is not greater than his Lord.

	If we are despised because we have extraordinary notions, we are apt to be uplifted by that; it suits our natural pride; but Jesus said—“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.”† If you want a good time in this world, do not become a disciple of Jesus. “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself,”†† i.e. give up his right to himself to Me. There is always an IF in connection with discipleship, and it implies that we need not unless we like. There is never any compulsion; Jesus does not coerce us. There is only one way of being a disciple, and that is by being devoted to Jesus.

	3. Love Wherever Redemption Reaches (John 3:16)

	What has God redeemed? Everything that sin and Satan have touched and blighted, God has redeemed; Redemption is complete. We are not working for the redemption of the world, we are working on the Redemption, which is a very different thing. Jesus Christ’s last command to His disciples was not to go and save the world; the saving is done. He told them to go and make disciples (rv). Our work is to “open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,” i.e. that they may receive the Redemption which is complete but which is incredible to a man until he does receive it—“I do not doubt that God saves men; nor do I doubt that He can do all the Bible says He can; but it is ridiculous to suppose it includes me!.”

	We have to beware of making the need the call; the Redemption is the call; the need is the opportunity, and the opportunity is in our own homes, in our work, just wherever we are, not simply in meetings. Naturally we always want to go somewhere else, but the love of God works just where we are, and His love works irrespective of persons.

	Are we banking in unshaken faith on the Redemption of Jesus Christ? Is it our conviction amongst men that every man can be presented “perfect in Christ Jesus”? Are we filling up “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ . . . for His body’s sake”? That means we have to be so identified with our Lord that His love is being poured out all the time, we have to be prepared to be nothing at all so that He can pour His sweetness through us. Neither natural love nor Divine love will remain unless it is cultivated. We must form the habit of love until it is the practice of our lives.

	
Make a Habit of Having No Habits

	For as these qualities exist and increase with you, they render you active and fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:8 (Moffatt)

	 

	When we are forming a habit we are conscious of it, but in the real Christian life, habits do not appear, because by practice we do the thing unconsciously. As Christians, we have to learn the habit of waiting upon God as He comes to us through the moments, and to see that we do not make common-sense our guide; we do until we have seen the Lord. When we realise that God’s order comes to us in the haphazard, our life will manifest itself in the way our Lord indicates in the Sermon on the Mount. The illustrations our Lord uses there are “the fowls of the air,”† “the lilies of the field.”† Birds and flowers obey the law of their lives in the setting in which they are placed; they have no consciousness of being conscious; it is not their own thought that makes them what they are, but the thought of the Father in heaven. If our childlike trust in God is giving place to self-consciousness and self-depreciation, it is a sign that there is something wrong; and the cure for it is to reach the place where every habit is so practised that there is no conscious habit at all. Watch how God will upset our programmes if we are in danger of making our little Christian habits our god. Whenever we begin to worship our habit of prayer or of Bible reading, God will break up that time. We say—“I cannot do this, I am praying; it is my hour with God.” No, it is our hour with our habit; we pray to a habit of prayer.

	1. Exercising Habits until Each Habit Is Lost

	For as these qualities exist and increase with you . . . (Moffatt)

	 

	Are they existing in us? There are times when we are conscious of becoming virtuous and patient and godly, but they are only stages; if we stop there we get the strut of the “pi” person. A “pi” person is one who does his level best to be what he would like to be but knows he is not. Our Christian life continually resolves itself into consciousness and introspection because there are some qualities we have not added yet. Ultimately, the relationship is to be a completely simple one.

	Consciousness of a defect is a disease spiritually; yet it is produced by the finger of God because we have neglected to add some quality. We must acknowledge the defect, and then look out for the opportunity of exercising ourselves along the line of the quality to be added—patience, godliness, love. We have to exercise the quality until the habit is merged in the simplicity of a child’s life.

	We have to beware of singling out one quality only. Peter says “as these qualities,” faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, charity, “exist and increase with you” (Moffatt). Our Lord is the type of all Christian experience, and He cannot be summed up in terms of natural virtues, but only in terms of the supernatural. “Come unto Me,” says Jesus, “and I will give you rest,” the rest of the perfection of activity that is never conscious of itself. This perfection of activity can be illustrated by the spinning of a coloured top; if the top spins quickly, all the colours merge and a musical sound is heard; but if it spins slowly, it wobbles and sighs and every colour is conspicuous. If we are conscious of a defect it is because the Lord is pointing out that there is a quality to be added; and until it is added we are conscious of a black streak here, and a coloured streak there. But when the particular quality has been added we are no longer conscious of the defect, all the qualities are merged and the whole life is at rest in the perfection of activity.

	The dominant thing about a saint is not self-realisation, but the Lord Himself; consequently a saint can always be ignored because to the majority of eyes our Lord is no more noticeable in the life of a saint than He was to men in the days of His flesh. But when a crisis comes the saint is the one to whom men turn; and the life which seemed colourless is seen to be the white light of God.

	2. Expressing Holiness until Conscious Holiness Is Lost

	they render you active and fruitful . . . (Moffatt)

	 

	It is an utter mistake to fix our eyes on our own whiteness, for all we are conscious of then is a passionate longing for a holy relationship to God. We have to come to the place where conscious holiness ceases to be because of the presence of the One Who is holiness. When we have been made partakers of the Divine nature we are taken up into God’s consciousness, we do not take God into our consciousness. If we are consciously holy we are far from simple in certain relationships, for there will be certain things we imagine we cannot do; whereas in reality we are the only ones who ought to be able to do those things. Once we come into simple relationship with God, He can put us where He pleases and we are not even conscious of where He puts us. All we are conscious of is an amazing simplicity of life that seems to be a haphazard life externally. The only supernatural life ever lived on earth was the life of our Lord, and He was at home with God anywhere. Wherever we are not at home with God, there is a quality to be added. We have to let God press through us in that particular until we gain Him, and life becomes the simple life of a child in which the vital concern is putting God, first.

	3. Experiencing Knowledge until Knowledge Is Lost

	. . . in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	“Then shall I know even as also I am known”—love abides, and knowledge is merged. Knowledge is faith perfected, and faith in turn passes into sight. We experience knowledge until knowledge is swallowed up in the fact of God’s presence—“Why He is here!” Knowledge is an expression of the nature of God, and is the practical outcome of the life of God in us, but if we isolate knowledge we are in danger of criticising God. We look for God to manifest Himself to His children: God only manifests Himself in His children, consequently others see the manifestation, the child of God does not. You say, “I am not conscious of God’s blessing now”—thank God! “I am not conscious now of the touches of God”—thank God! “I am not conscious now that God is answering my prayers”—thank God! If you are conscious of these things it means you have put yourself outside God. “That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh”—“I am not conscious that His life is being manifested,” you say, but if you are a saint it surely is. When a little child becomes conscious of being a little child, the child-likeness is gone; and when a saint becomes conscious of being a saint, something has gone wrong. “Oh but I’m not good enough.” You never will be good enough! that is why the Lord had to come and save you. Go to your own funeral and ever after let God be all in all, and life will become the simple life of a child in which God’s order comes moment by moment.

	Never live on memories. Do not remember in your testimony what you once were; let the word of God be always living and active in you, and give the best you have every time and all the time.

	 

	
The Habit of a Good Conscience

	Having a good conscience. 1 Peter 3:16

	 

	We hear it said that conscience is the voice of God, but logically that is easily proved to be absurd. Paul said—“I verily thought within myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth”; Paul was obeying his conscience when he hated Jesus Christ and put His followers to death; and our Lord said that “whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” If conscience were the voice of God it would be the most contradictory voice human ears ever listened to. Conscience is the eye of the soul; and how it records depends entirely upon the light thrown upon God. The God Whom Saul of Tarsus knew had the light of Judaism upon Him, and Paul’s conscience recording in that light brought him to the conclusion that he should hate Jesus and persecute His followers. Immediately the white light of our Lord was thrown upon God, Saul’s conscience recorded differently—“and he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” Saul had not another conscience, but it recorded differently, and the result was a tremendous disturbance in his life. Conscience is the faculty of the spirit that fits itself on to the highest a man knows, whether he be an agnostic or a Christian; every man has a conscience, although every man does not know God.

	1. The Sensitive Conscience

	And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. (Acts 24:16)

	 

	 If I am in the habit of steadily and persistently facing myself with God, my conscience will always introduce God’s perfect law to me; the question then is will I do what my conscience makes me understand clearly I should do? When conscience has been enlightened by the Son of God being formed in me, I have to make an effort to keep my conscience so sensitive that I obey that which I perceive to be God’s will. I have to be so keen in the scent of the Lord, so sensitive to the tiniest touch of His Spirit, that I know what I should do. If I keep my soul inwardly open to God, then when I come in contact with the affairs of life outside, I know immediately what I should do; if I do not, I am to blame. I should be living in such perfect sensitiveness to God, in such perfect sympathy with His Son that in every circumstance I am in, the spirit of my mind is renewed, and I prove, i.e. make out, what is God’s will, the thing that is good, and acceptable, and perfect.†

	We avoid forming a sensitive conscience when we say—“Oh well, God cannot expect me to do this thing, He has not told me to do it.” How do we expect God to tell us? The word is “not in heaven . . . neither is it beyond the sea . . . but the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it” (Deuteronomy 30:12-14). If we are Christians that is where the word of God is—in our hearts.

	In the engineering of our circumstances, God gives us opportunities to form a sensitive conscience, and in this way He educates us down to the scruple. When we come to a crisis it is easy to get direction, but it is a different matter to live in such perfect oneness with God that in the ordinary occurrences of life we always do the right thing. Is my conscience so sensitive that it needs neither terrible crime nor sublime holiness to awaken it, but the ordinary occurrences of life will awaken it? “Grieve not the Holy Spirit.” He does not come with a voice of thunder, but with a voice so gentle that it is easy to ignore it. The one thing that keeps the conscience sensitive is the continual habit of seeing that I am open to God within. Whenever there is debate, quit. “Why shouldn’t I do this?” You are on the wrong track. When conscience speaks there must be no debate whatever. In a crisis human nature is put on the strain, and we usually know what to do; but the sensitive conscience of the Christian is realised in the ordinary things of life, the humdrum things. We are apt to think of conscience only in connection with something outrageous. The sensitiveness of conscience is maintained by the habit of always being open towards God. At the peril of your soul you allow one thing to obscure your inner communion with God. Drop it, whatever it is, and see that you keep your inner vision clear.

	2. The Seared Conscience

	Having their conscience seared with a hot iron. (1 Timothy 4:2)

	 

	The conscience referred to here has been damaged by some terrific iron cramp. Conscience is the eye of the soul recording what it looks at, but if what Ruskin calls “the innocence of the eye” is lost, then the recording of conscience may be distorted. If I continually twist the organ of my soul’s recording, it will become perverted. If I do a wrong thing often enough, I cease to realise the wrong in it. A bad man can be perfectly happy in his badness. That is what a seared conscience means.

	Our critical faculties are given us for the purpose of self-examination, and the way to examine ourselves under the control of the Spirit of God is to ask ourselves—“Am I less sensitive than I used to be to the indications of God’s will, less sensitive regarding purity, uprightness, goodness, honesty and truth?” If I realise that I am, I may be perfectly certain that something I have done (not something done to me) has seared my conscience. It has given me, so to speak, a bloodshot eye of the soul and I cannot see aright.

	Conscience may be seared by means of a desperate crime as in the case of Herod. Herod ordered the voice of God to be silent in his life (see Mark 6:16-28†), and when Jesus Christ stood before him we read that “He answered him nothing” (Luke 23:8-9).

	The human eye may be damaged by gazing too much on intense whiteness, as in the case of snow blindness when men remain blind for months. And conscience may be damaged by tampering with the occult side of things, giving too much time to speculation; then when we turn to human life we are as blind as bats. It may be all right for angels to spend their time in visions and meditation, but if I am a Christian I find God in the ordinary occurrences of my life. The special times of prayer are of a different order. If I sequester myself and press my mind on one line of things and forget my relation to human life, when I do turn to human affairs I am morally blind. Am I trying to embrace a sensation of God spiritually for myself? When God has saved and sanctified us there is a danger that we are unwilling to let the vision fade; we refuse to take up our ordinary work, and soon we will be completely at a loss because we have hugged an experience to our souls instead of maintaining a right relationship to God Who gave us the experience.

	My mortal flesh does not come in contact with God, it comes in contact with other mortal flesh, with earthly things, and I have to manifest the Son of God there by putting on the new man† in connection with all these things. Am I doing it? Have I formed the habit of keeping my conscience sensitive to God on the inside and equally sensitive to man on the outside by always working out what God works in? God engineers our circumstances and He brings across our paths some extraordinary people, viz., embodiments of ourselves in so many forms, and it is part of the humour of the situation that we recognise ourselves. Now, God says, exhibit the attitude to them that I showed to you. This is the one way of keeping a conscience void of offence toward God and man.

	3. The Saintly Conscience

	Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. (Hebrews 10:22)

	 

	Can God readjust a seared conscience and make it sensitive again? He can, and it is done by the vicarious Atonement of our Lord. “How much more shall the blood of Christ . . . purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:14). When the Holy Spirit comes into me, my whole nature is in a desperate turmoil because immediately a man sees Jesus and understands Who He is, that instant he is criticised and self-condemned. If the Holy Spirit is obeyed He will make the Atonement of the Lord efficacious in me so that the blood of Christ cleanses my conscience from dead works and I become readjusted to God. The experimental element that works this transforming mystery of the Atonement becoming my vital life is repentance wrought in me by the Holy Spirit. The deepest repentance is not in the sinner, but in the saint. Repentance means not only sorrow for sin, it involves the possession of a new disposition that will never do the thing again. The only truly repentant man is the holy man. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” To admit instead of confess is to trample the blood of the Son of God under foot, but immediately we allow the Holy Spirit to give us the gift of repentance, the shed blood of Christ will purge our conscience from dead works and send us into heart-spending service for God with a passionate devotion.

	If I allow the saintly conscience to have way in me it will mean that I keep my own life steadfastly open towards God and keep steadfastly related to Him on the line of intercessory prayer for others. The clearing house for a guilty conscience is that by our intercession Jesus repairs the damage done to other lives, and the consolation to our conscience is amazing. The saintly conscience means that I maintain an open scrutiny before God, and that I carry out the sensitiveness gained there all through my life.

	
The Habit of Enjoying the Disagreeable

	Whereas he who has not these by him is blind, shortsighted, oblivious that he has been cleansed from his erstwhile sins. 2 Peter 1:9 (Moffatt)

	 

	In order to express what God’s grace has done in us we have to form habits until all habits are merged in the perfect relationship of love. It is the relationship of a child wherein we realise that everything which God tells us to do we must do and not debate. God’s commands are made to the life of His Son in us, not to our human nature; consequently all that God tells us to do is always humanly difficult; but it becomes divinely easy immediately we obey because our obedience has behind it all the omnipotent power of the grace of God.

	The meaning of sanctification is that the Son of God is formed in us (Galatians 4:19); then our human nature has to be transfigured by His indwelling life, and this is where our action comes in. We have to put on the new man† in accordance with the life of the Son of God in us. If we refuse to be sanctified, there is no possibility of the Son of God being manifested in us, because we have prevented our lives being turned into a Bethlehem; we have not allowed the Spirit of God to bring forth the Son of God in us. Are we putting on the new man in accordance with the Son of God, or are we choking His life in us? If we allow things which do not spring from the Son of God, we will put His life in us to death. The historic life of our Lord is the type of the life that will be produced in us if we take care to work out what God works in. Our human nature is meant for the Son of God to manifest Himself in, and this brings us to the margin of our responsibility. Scriptural language may seem to destroy individual responsibility, but in reality it increases it a hundredfold. For example, to say with Paul—I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me—does not mean that I am without responsibility; it means that I have the responsibility now of seeing that the Son of God works through me all the time. I have to see that the outer courts in which He lives are kept in perfect trim for Him to work through. I must not allow them to be choked up with prejudices or notions of my own.

	1. By Keeping Yourself Fit

	But he that lacketh these things is blind . . .

	 

	When Christ is formed in us we have to see that our human nature acts in perfect obedience to all that the Son of God reveals. God does not supply us with character, He gives us the life of His Son and we can either ignore Him and refuse to obey Him, or we can so obey Him, so bring every thought and imagination into captivity, that the life of Jesus is manifested in our mortal flesh. It is not a question of being saved from hell, but of being saved in order to manifest the Son of God in our mortal flesh. Our responsibility is to keep ourselves fit to manifest Him.

	Are we lacking in the things that Peter through the Spirit of God says we must add—the things which ought to mark the life of the saint? For instance, do we exhibit the virtue of self-control, the virtue of godliness, in the letters we write, in the conversations we hold? If not, then we not only give a wrong impression of the Son of God, but we hurt His life in us. If we are lacking in these things, it is because we have become short-sighted; we have forgotten that we have been cleansed from our old sins and are in imminent peril of being taken up with an experience and an illumination, and of forgetting that the life of Jesus is to be manifested in our mortal flesh.

	The only way to keep yourself fit is by the discipline of the disagreeable. It is the disagreeable things which make us exhibit whether we are manifesting the life of the Son of God, or living a life which is antagonistic to Him. When disagreeable things happen, do we manifest the essential sweetness of the Son of God or the essential irritation of ourselves apart from Him? Whenever self comes into the ascendant, the life of the Son of God in us is perverted and twisted; there is irritation, and His life suffers. We have to beware of every element in human nature which clamours for attention first. Growth in grace stops the moment we get huffed. We get huffed because we have a peculiar person to live with—just think of the disagreeable person you have been to God! Every disagreeable person you ever met is an objective picture of what you were like in the sight of God. We have to learn to get in the first blow at the thing that is unlike God in ourselves. We can take in our human nature the blow that was meant for Him and so prevent the tramp of feet on Him. That is what Paul means when he speaks of filling up “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His body’s sake.”

	It is one thing to go into the disagreeable by God’s engineering, but another thing to go into it by choice. If God puts us there, He is amply sufficient. No matter how difficult the circumstances may lie, if we will let Jesus Christ manifest Himself in them, it will prove to be a new means of exhibiting the wonderful perfection and extraordinary purity of the Son of God. This keen enthusiasm of letting the Son of God manifest Himself in us is the only thing that will keep us enjoying the discipline of the disagreeable. “Let your light so shine before men. . . .” Our light is to shine in the darkness; it is not needed in the light. It is on earth, in this condition of things, that we have to see that the life of the Son of God is manifested in us, and we must keep ourselves fit to do it.

	2. By Keeping Your Sight Fit

	and cannot see afar off . . .

	 

	In human sight we soon lose the innocence of sight; we know what we see, but instead of trusting the innocence of sight we confuse it by trying to state what we ought to see. Jesus restores the spiritual innocence of sight—“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Paul said that he was sent by God to open men’s eyes. If you are being trained as an art student you will first of all be taught to see things as a whole, in mass outline, and then in detail. The meaning of perspective is that we keep the view of the whole whilst paying attention to the detail.

	What is the thing that is pressing just now so that you cannot see aright? The reason it presses is that you have forgotten the One Who is far off to human sight, but very near to spiritual sight—God Himself. “And there we saw the giants . . . and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.” When we see God we see neither the obstacle, nor ourselves, but, like Moses, we endure “as seeing Him Who is invisible.” Can I see the Invisible One in the thing that is nearest to me—my food, my clothes, my money, my friendships? Can I see these in the light of God? Everything that came into the life of our Lord externally was transfigured because He saw always Him Who is Invisible—“I knew that Thou hearest Me always”: “I do always those things that please Him.”

	I cannot keep my sight right if I give way to self-pity. “Why should this happen to me?” To talk in that way is a grief to Jesus because it is a deliberate refusal on my part to take His yoke upon me. He was meek towards His Father’s dispensations for Him and never once murmured. The reason the thing has happened to you will only be seen when you are identified with Jesus in it; see that you remain in entire connection with Him. If you indulge in self-pity and the luxury of misery, it means that you have forgotten God, forgotten that you have been purged from your old sins, and that you have to put on the new man,† in accordance with the life of the Son of God in you.

	“While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.” The way to keep our sight fit is by looking at the things which are not seen, and external things become a glorious chance of enabling us to concentrate on the invisible things. Once we realise that God’s order comes to us in the passing moments, then nothing is unimportant. Every disagreeable thing is a new way of bringing us to realise the wonderful manifestation of the Son of God in that particular. What was the thing that obliterated God and you know it had no business to? You forget to take your heart to God and spill it. The thing that ought to make our hearts beat is a new way of manifesting the Son of God in us.

	3. By Keeping Your Soul Fit

	. . . and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

	 

	Jesus says that a man must lose his soul in order to find it—“whosoever will lose his life [i.e. soul] for My sake shall find it.”† Soul is “me,” my personal spirit, manifesting itself in my body, my way of estimating things. The incoming of the Holy Spirit into my spirit enables me to construct a new way of reasoning and looking at things. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Our Lord’s way of reasoning certainly is not ours naturally; we have to form His mind. We cannot form the mind of Christ without having His Spirit, but we may have the Spirit of Christ and refuse to form His mind. We cannot alter our reasoning until God calls us up short. We may have been going steadily on not realising that we had to readjust our views, and then the Holy Spirit brings to our conscious mind what we knew perfectly well, but had never seen in that connection before. There must be instant obedience. The moment we obey the light the Spirit of God brings, the mind of Jesus is formed in us in that particular, and we begin to reason as He reasons; but if we debate and go back to our old way of reasoning we grieve the Spirit of God. In new circumstances there are always readjustments to be made. No matter how disagreeable things may be, say—“Lord, I am delighted to obey Thee in this matter,” and instantly the Son of God presses to the front and in our human minds there is formed the way of reasoning that glorifies Jesus. We have to keep our soul fit to form the mind of Christ.

	 

	
The Habit of Rising to the Occasion

	So be the more eager, brothers, to ratify your calling and election, for as you exercise these qualities you will never make a slip. 2 Peter 1:10 (Moffatt)

	 

	In natural life our aims shift and alter as we develop; but development in the Christian life is an increasing manifestation of Jesus Christ. Christian faith is nourished on dogma, and all young Christian life is uniform; but in the mature Christian life there are diversities. We must be careful that we do not remain children too long, but see that we “grow up into Him in all things.” We have to assimilate truth until it becomes part of us, and then begin to manifest the individual characteristics of the children of God. The life of God shows itself in different manifestations, but the aim ultimately is the manifestation of Jesus Christ. “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

	If Jesus Christ is not being manifested in my mortal flesh, I am to blame; it is because I am not eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Just as I take food into my body and assimilate it, so, says Jesus, I must take Him into my soul. “He that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me.” Food is not health, and truth is not holiness. Food has to be assimilated by a properly organised system before the result is health, and truth must be assimilated by the child of God before it can be manifested as holiness. We may be looking at the right doctrines and yet not assimilating the truths which the doctrines reveal. Beware of making a doctrinal statement of truth the truth—“I am . . . the Truth,” said Jesus. Doctrinal statement is our expression of that vital connection with Him. If we divorce what Jesus says from Himself, it leads to secret self-indulgence spiritually; the soul is swayed by a form of doctrine that has never been assimilated and the life is twisted away from the centre, Jesus Christ Himself.

	1. The Habit of Ratifying Your Election

	Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure . . .

	 

	To ratify (Moffatt) is to make sure of. I have to form the habit of assuring myself of my election, to bend the whole energy of my Christian powers to realise my calling, and to do that I must remember what I am saved for, viz.; that the Son of God might be manifested in my mortal flesh. How much attention have I given to the fact that my body is the temple of the Holy Ghost††? When the Son of God is formed in me is He able to exhibit His life in my mortal flesh, or am I a living contradiction of what my mouth professes? Am I working out what God works in or have I become divorced from Jesus Christ? I become divorced from Him immediately I receive anything apart from His indwelling. Have I a testimony to give that is not “me”? If my testimony is only a thrilling experience, it is nothing but a dead, metallic thing; it kills me and those who listen to me. But when I am in contact with Jesus Christ every testimony of mine will reveal Him.

	“That ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches . . . of His inheritance in the saints.” That which is taken for humility before men is blasphemy before God. To say, “Oh I’m no saint; I can’t stand the folks who testify that they are sanctified,” is acceptable with men; they will say it is true humility to talk in that way. But say this before God, and though it may sound humble, it is blasphemy because it means—“God cannot make me a saint.” The one whom men call proud is really unutterably humble before God—“Nothing in my hands I bring.”

	2. The Habit of Realising Your Exercises

	for if ye do these things . . .

	 

	We cannot do anything for our salvation, but we must do something to manifest it; we must work it out. Am I working out my salvation with my tongue, with my brain, and with my nerves? We are all apt to say with Rip Van Winkle —“I won’t count this time.” We put off the realisation that if we are going to grow up into Him in all things, there are things that we must do. “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them,” said Jesus. Character is the way we have grown to act with our hands and our feet, our eyes and our tongue; and the character we make always reveals the ruling disposition within. “If any man is in Christ, there is a new creation” (rv mg). Where is the new creation? If I am still the same miserable cross-patch, set on my own way, it is a lie to say that I am a new creature in Christ.

	Have I learned to submit my will to Jesus? When we are rightly related to God we have uncovered to us for the first time the power of our own wills. Our wills are infirm through sin, but when we are sanctified there is revealed to us the pure pristine will-power with which God created us, and which the Holy Ghost calls into action. Then we have to submit our will to Jesus as He submitted His will to His Father. How was Jesus one with His Father when He was in this human frame? By complete obedience, complete dependence, and complete intercourse with Him all the time.

	“If ye do these things”—am I adding resolution to my faith, self-control to my knowledge, steadfastness to my piety? We ought to be infinitely more humble in exercising ourselves in these ways. God’s order for the saint is trusting imperially, and working humbly in the midst of things as they are, not thinking imperially, and contemptuously ignoring things as they are. God knows where we are, and His order comes to us moment by moment. We are not called to manifest Jesus in heaven; we have to be the light in the darkness and the squalor of earth. Our place is in the demon-possessed valley,†† not on the Mount of Transfiguration.†† It is in the valley that we have to exercise these things.

	God will never shield us from any requirements of a child of His. “Think it not strange,” says Peter, “concerning the fiery trial which is to try you.” God is the Master Engineer; He allows difficulties to come to see if we can vault over them properly. “By my God have I leaped over a wall.” Do the thing; it does not matter how it hurts so long as it gives God a chance to manifest Himself in our mortal flesh. May God not find the whine in us any more, but may He find us full of spiritual pluck and athleticism, ready to face anything He brings and to exercise ourselves in order that the Son of God may be manifested in our mortal flesh. Remember, we go through nothing that God does not know about.

	3. The Habit of Recognising Your Expectations

	. . . ye shall never fall.

	 

	What do you expect? One way to detect inordinate imagination is to try and locate to yourself what you expect God to do. One expectation you cannot have, and that is the expectation of successful service. When the Lord sent out the disciples on their first evangelical tour, they came back hilarious over their success—“Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy name.” That is all they thought about. Our Lord said, Don’t rejoice in successful service, “but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” We are not called to success but to faithfulness.

	The life of our Lord is given to us that we may know the way we have to go when we are made sons and daughters of God. We must be careful not to have the idea that we are put into God’s show room. God never has museums. We are to have only one aim in life, and that is that the Son of God may be manifested; then all dictation to God will vanish. Our Lord never dictated to His Father, and we are not to dictate to God; we are to submit our wills to Him so that He works through us what He wants. “I do not know why I should have to go through this”—the moment that thought is produced in us, no matter what our experience may be, we are no longer saints. It is a thought that has neither part nor lot with the life of the Son of God in us, and it must be put away instantly. We are the only ones who should go through these things, though we need not unless we like. If we refuse to, the trample will go back on the Lord, and we will never hear Him complain. We will get off scot free—“That was rather smart of me, that man thought he was going to put on me!” “What is that mark on Thy hand?” “That is the mark of the blow that should have been taken by you, but it came back on Me.” Always go the second mile with God. It is never our duty to do it; but if we make duty our god we cease to be Christians in that particular. It is never our duty to go the second mile, to turn the other cheek,†† but it is what we shall do if we are saints. The Lord is doing it with us just now; we compel Him to go the second mile; we won’t do this and that, and He has to do it for us. Are you saying to God, “I shall not accept these circumstances”? God will not punish you; but you will punish yourself when you realise that He was giving you a glorious opportunity of filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ.

	It is Peter, the man who denied his Lord and Master,††† who tells us that we “should follow His steps.” Peter had come to a recognition of himself by means of a strange and desperate fall—“Simon, Simon, . . Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Peter understands these words of Jesus now by the indwelling Spirit bringing them back to his remembrance. Are we following in the steps of His unseen feet? Where did Jesus place His feet? He placed them by the sick and the sorrowful, by the dead, by the bad, by the twisted and by the good. He placed His feet exactly where we have to place ours, either with or without Him, in the ordinary rough and tumble of human life as it is. “I will make the place of My feet glorious.” As we walk in this body according to the new life that has been imparted to us by the Holy Spirit, we shall find it is no longer mounting up in ecstasy, running and not being weary, but walking with an infinite, steady, uncrushable, indescribable patience until men take knowledge that the Son of God is walking through us again.

	
The Habit of Wealth

	You will thus be richly furnished with the right of entry into the eternal realm of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:11 (Moffatt)

	 

	Through the promises we are made partakers of the Divine nature (v. 4); then we have to “manipulate” the Divine nature in our human nature by habits. Jesus prayed “that they may be one, even as We are one,” and Paul urges, on the most practical lines, that we form in our actual lives the habits that are in perfect accordance with oneness with God. Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost†† in which Jesus Christ is to manifest His life; and He can only do it as we put on the new man† and see to it that our external conduct springs from a right relationship to Him. Verses 3-4 describe the super-natural works of grace; then we have to form the habit of working out all that God has worked in. “Add to your faith virtue. . . .” “Add” means there is something we must do.

	1. The Habit of Realising the Provision

	For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you . . .

	 

	The entrance is “by a new and living way,” viz., our Lord Jesus Christ, and the outgoing is to God Himself —“filled with all the fulness of God.” We get impoverished spiritually because we will stop at the barrier of consciousness. We will believe only in what we consciously possess; consequently we never realise the provision. If the grace and majesty and life and power and energy of God are not being manifested in us to the glory of God (not to our consciousness), God holds us responsible; we are wrong somewhere. There is always a danger of placing experience and consciousness in the wrong place. If we want something conscious from God, it means there is a reserve; the will has not been surrendered; immediately we do surrender, the tidal wave of the love of God carries us straight into all the fulness of God. “O fools, and slow of heart to believe”! We will believe only in what we have experienced. We never can experience Jesus Christ, that is, we can never hold Him within the compass of our own hearts. Jesus Christ must always be greater than our experience of Him, but our experience will be along the line of the faith we have in Him.

	“If these things be in you, and abound.” Have we formed the habit of wealth spiritually, or are we gambling with what is not ours, hoodwinking ourselves with delusions? “These things”—self-control, patience, love—are not in us if we are not born from above (rv mg). Are we trying to persuade ourselves that we are right with God when we know we are not? Earthly inheritances are particular possessions of our own, and in taking them we may impoverish others; but the marvellous thing about spiritual wealth is that when we take our part in that, everyone else is blessed; whereas if we refuse to be partakers, we hinder others from entering into the riches of God.

	“Unto me . . . is this grace given, that I should preach . . . the unsearchable riches of Christ.” In the natural world it is ungovernably bad taste to talk about money; one of the worst of lies is tucked up in the phrase we so often hear—“I can’t afford it.” The same idea has crept into the spiritual domain; and we have the idea that it is a sign of modesty to say at the close of the day—“Well, I have got through, but it has been a severe tussle!” And all the grace of God is ours without let or hindrance through the Lord Jesus, and He is ready to tax the last grain of sand and the remotest star to bless us. What does it matter if circumstances are hard? Why shouldn’t they be! We are the ones who ought to be able to stand them.

	It is a crime to allow external physical misery to make us sulky with God. There are desolating experiences, such as the Psalmist describes in Psalms 42-43, and he says, “Then will I go . . unto God my exceeding joy”—not “with joy,” but unto God Who is my joy. No calamity can touch that wealth. No sin is worse than self-pity because it puts self-interest on the throne; it “makes the bastard self seem in the right”; it obliterates God and opens the mouth to spit out murmurings against God; and the life becomes impoverished and mean, there is nothing lovely or generous about it. Always beware of the conscious superiority that arises out of suffering—“I am so peculiarly constituted.” If we indulge in the luxury of misery, we become isolated in the conception of our own sufferings; God’s riches are banished and self-pity, the deeply entrenched essence of Satanhood, is enthroned in the soul.

	2. Rejoicing in the Privilege

	abundantly into the everlasting kingdom . . .

	 

	Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight,” i.e. they would do the same thing that every rational being does, but “My kingdom is not of this world”; it belongs to eternal realities. The idea of a kingdom that is not maintained by might is inconceivable to us, and the “otherworldly” aspect of Jesus Christ’s Kingdom is apt to be forgotten. Jesus Christ’s kingdom is not built on principles that can be discerned naturally, but on “otherworldliness,” and we must never adapt principles that He did not adapt. If we have come to a dead stop spiritually, is it not because we have ceased to be “otherworldly”? Are we prepared to obey the scrutiny of the Holy Ghost when He brings the “otherworldly” standpoint of Jesus to bear upon our practical life? If we are, we shall be considered fools from every standpoint but the standpoint of the Holy Ghost. We are to be in the world but not of it. Are we letting God’s light break on us as it did on Jesus? Are we showing in the prevailing bent of our lives the characteristics that were in Him? “The kingdom of God is within you.” Jesus Christ is the King and the Kingdom. “This is life eternal, that they might know Thee.” Eternal life is God and God is eternal life; and the meaning of the At-one-ment is that Jesus produces that life in us. By sanctification we enter into the kingdom of perfect oneness with Jesus Christ; everything He is, we are by faith. He is “made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption,” we have nothing apart from Him. Have we formed the habit of rejoicing in this privilege?

	3. Recognising Him Personally

	. . . of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

	 

	Jesus Christ is Saviour and Lord in experience, and Lord and Saviour in discernment. “Ye call Me, Master, and, Lord: and ye say well; for so I am” (rv)—but is He? The witness of the Holy Spirit is that we realise with growing amazement Who Jesus is to us personally, our Lord and Master. The baptism of the Holy Ghost makes us witnesses to Jesus, not wonder-workers. The witness is not to what Jesus does, but to what He is. “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” We have had such an abundant entrance ministered unto us into His Kingdom, i.e. into oneness with Himself, that we are a delight to Him and His heart is being satisfied with us. When God is beginning to be satisfied with us, He impoverishes every source of fictitious wealth. After sanctification God will wither up every other spring until we know that all our fresh springs are in Him (pbv). He will wither up natural virtues; He will break up all confidence in our own powers, until we learn by practical experience that we have no right to draw our life from any other source than the tremendous reservoir of the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ. Thank God if you are going through a drying-up experience! And beware of pumping up the dregs with the mud at the bottom of the well when all the Almighty power and grace of God is at your disposal. We have superabounding supplies, the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ; and yet some of us talk as if our Heavenly Father had cut us off with a shilling!

	What have we to spend this Christmas-time? We ought to be going about like multimillionaires. Externally we may have 2£d. only, but spiritually we have all the grace of God to spend on others.

	“He that believeth on Me,” out of him “shall flow rivers of living water.” If you turn away from the Source and look at the outflow, at what God is doing through you, the Source will dry up and you will sit down on the outskirts of the entrance and howl—“It is dreadfully hard to live the Christian life!” Turn round and enter into the kingdom, pay attention to the Source, our Lord Himself, and you will experience the hilarity of knowing that you see God. Never be surprised at what God does, but be so taken up with Him that He may continue to do surprising things through you.

	Are you sulking before God? Are the corners of your mouth, morally and spiritually, getting down and are you feeling sorry for yourself? You have turned your back upon God and are marching away from Him. Get straight to God, be abundantly stamped with His grace and His blessing will come through all the time; and when you get to heaven you will find that God has bound up the broken-hearted through you, has set at liberty the captives† through you—but not if you have a murmur in your heart—“God is very hard.” There is no self-pity left in the heart that has been bound up and succoured by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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